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these cases and 15 others previously reported with 79 cases treated by 
older methods, the author concludes that the shortening of the course 
of the disease by 2.6 days expresses the value of the serum treatment. 
The general amelioration of all the subjective symptoms is also in its 
favor, as well as is the apparent beneficial effect on the febrile form 
of albuminuria, which is so often present .—Medical Record , 1905, No. 
1816, p. 341. 

Doyen’a Anticancer Serum.—M. Doyen's serum prepared from the 
micrococcus neojormans, which organism is, according to him, the 
cause of cancer, has been investigated by a committee appointed by 
the La Sod£t6 Francaise de Chirurgie. A series of 26 patients in 
various stages of the disease was collected from his clinic and was 
observed at regular intervals while under treatment. The report 
returned by the committee was entirely unfavorable, no amelioration 
in any of the cases having been observed. It is possible that at the next 
meeting of the society the author will have something to say in justifica¬ 
tion of his treatment .—La quinzaine thirapeutique, 1905, No. 11, p. 
239. 


Hot-water Irrigations in Gonorrhea.— Dr. B. Narich advocates hot 
water rather than antiseptics in gonorrhoeal urethritis, since, in his 
opinion, the latter are likely to prolong the inflammation. His technique 
consists in irrigating the urethra with tepid water, gradually increasing 
its temperature until 111° is reached. A soft catheter is used and two 
irrigations drily of 2 quarts each or 4 of 1 quart are given .—Progrts 
mlaicale, 1905, No. 26, p. 409. 


The Serum of Convalescents from Erysipelas in the Treatment of the 
Disease.— Dr. L. Fornaca has treated 9 severe instances of facial 
erysipelas thus: The blood injected was taken from patients just recov¬ 
ering from the disease and who had been treated by ordinary methods, 
except in 1 case, when blood from a patient treated by the serum was 
used. The dosage varied, being usually 150 to 450 minims at a time, 
the entire quantity being from 300 to 10,500 minims; in 1 case a single 
dose of 750 minims was given. The results of the treatment were 
encouraging; after the injection there was a marked amelioration of the 
patient’s general condition, the appetite returned, the headache and 
mental symptoms became less marked; albumin and casts, if present, 
disappeared from the urine. The effects of the serum on the tempera¬ 
ture were variable. In 3 cases the temperature fell to normal on the 
day after the first injection; in 2 others this occurred after the second 
injection; in a third after three injections, and in the 3 other cases 
there was no noticeable effect upon the febrile movement. The local 
condition was not at all modified by the treatment; no unpleasant 
effects occurred, nor was recurrence noted .—La scmainc mtdicale, 1905, 
No. 30, p. 354. 


Moebiua’ Anti thymidine in Exophthalmic Goitre.—D r. A. Alex¬ 
ander, in discussing this subject, states that the variety of modes of 
treatment that have been employed in this disease is due to the fact 
that its pathogenesis is so little understood. Moebius’ hypothesis is 
that the condition is the result of qualitative and quantitative alterations 
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in the gland substance, and on this ground he proposes partial thy¬ 
roidectomy and a specific treatment By means of a serum from thy- 
roidectomyzed goats. He reports an improvement in 3 patients treated 
by this serum. The nervousness was rendered less marked and the 
insomnia became controllable without the use of hypnotics. Each 
patient gained about six pounds in weight within a few weeks. Moebius’ 
serum neutralizes the products of disordered thyroid secretion, which 
cause the destruction of the fatty and albuminoid substances of the 
body. In each instance the thyroid gland decreased in size and became 
less, firm in consistency, and the nervous manifestations were greatly 
ameliorated. In 2 of the patients the exophthalmos entirely disap¬ 
peared, and in 1 the tremors were wholly relieved. The cardiac arrhytn- 
mia also disappeared and did not return upon cessation of the treatment. 
If the tachycardia returns after the medication is stopped, the author 
states that digitalis may be employed to advantage and baths of car¬ 
bon dioxide gas are recommended. The ordinary dosage of the serum 
is from 6 to 12 drachms. If after this quantity has been administered 
the symptoms should recur, this dosage may be repeated. The serum 
usually causes no disturbance, but very large dosage has resulted in the 
production of a mild myxoedema .—Munchencr med. Wochenechrift, 
1905, No. 29, p. 1393. 

The Roentgen Ray in Leukemia and Pseudoleukfemia.— Drs. Arthur 
Holding and Mortimer Warren have reviewed the literature upon 
this subject, which shows that 25 cases of splenomyelogenous leukaemia 
treated bv the x-ray have been reported, 8 of which have been symp¬ 
tomatically cured, 15 improved, 2 unimproved or fatal; that 8 cases of 
lymphatic leukaemia have been reported, none having been cured, 3 
improved, 5 unimproved or fatal; that 22 cases of pseudoleukiemia 
have been reported, none having been cured, 3 improved, 5 unimproved 
or fatal; that 22 cases of pseudoleukiemia have been reported, 6 of which 
have been symptomatically cured, 13 improved, and 3 unimproved or 
fatal. The authors state that while these figures are based upon too 
few cases to be conclusive, they are rather remarkable in diseases 
recovery from which has been very rare. The technique employed in 
treating leukemia and pseudoleukiemia by the x-ray consists in apply¬ 
ing the light over the spleen, the enlarged glands, chest, knees, and 
elbows. The tube must be so excited as to give a light penetrating 
enough to reach the diseased organs. A low vacuum tube expending 
its energy upon but not penetrating the skin is to be avoided, this being 
the type oi light which produces burns. Medication with quinine, 
fluorescein, and other substances, with the intent of increasing the 
fluorescence of the tissues, may be given as an adjuvant when it does 
not interfere with more important medication. The authors report 
2 cases with the idea of calling attention to the marked action of the 
x-ray upon the lymphatic system and blood-making organs, of demon¬ 
strating the palliative action of this method of treatment in leukremia 
and pseudoleukiemia, of suggesting that in some cases we may hope 
for cure, and of stimulating further observation and research .—New 
York and Philadelphia Medical Journal, 1905, No. 20, p. 1001. 

Creosote Carbonate in Tuberculous Mesenteric Glands.— Dr. Hecht 
considers this condition by no means hopeless if rational and persistent 



